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Finally—Finals
Fun For All
by Kathy Yesenko

Examinations will be held
beginning Monday, December 10,
1979 through Friday, December
21, 1979. Exame start at 9:30 a.m.
for second and third year students,
and at 2:00 p.m. for first year
students.
The examination schedule was
devised after Dean Abraham met
with a student committee on exam
scheduling. This committee con
sisted of representatives from teh
major organizations in VLS, as
well as SBA class representatives.
Dean Abraham feels that this is
the "most practical way of getting
student input, and where possible
I have followed the students'
suggestions."
A student is allowed to re

Just A
Gentleman
Jogger
Flash! Second year VLS student
Rich Hayden breezed across the
finish line of the Philadelphia
Marathon Thanksgiving weekend
ahead of the pack of 1,267 who
competed in the 26 mile, 385 yard
race.
Hayden finished the marathon
(held ^ong the River Drives) in
two hours, 30 minutes and 6.8
seconds. It was only his second
marathon effort and his first
marathon finish.
The 23-year-old graduate of
Boston College won a trip to
Tampa, Florida for the finals of
the Schlitz Light Beer national
running series, on December 15.
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schedule an exam because of con
flicts with other exams only if two
exams are scheduled on the same
day, or if the exam is one of a
series of three or more to be taken
by the student within three suc
cessive calendar days; four or
more exams within five successive
calendar days; or five exams
within the first seven days of
the examination period. A re
scheduled exam can be moved to
the next earliest possible date af
ter the original exam day on which
no new conflict would be created.
Final approval for exam re
scheduling is made by Dean
AbraJiam.
Dean Abraham says that the
rule on rescheduling allows the
student to spread exams out as

much as possible, yet still requires
the great majority in each class to
take an exam at one time. "The
Law School has rejected selfscheduling," he says, "but we do
allow for some leeway. It is a com
promise position."
This semester, some 130
students have petitioned for re
scheduling their exam schedules,
out of a possible 200 conflicts.
"The reason why some students
decide to take three exams in a
row is they figure they might as
well get them over with," says
Dean Abraham.

Don't Panic The
Docket Has EXAM
Advice See Page 3

"Pssst! It's exam time — do you know where your outlines are?" Try on
some exam taking advice for size: it's on page 3.

Academic Credit Suggested

VLS Wins Roda A ward
by Bruce Allan Brinser

For the second yetur in a row,
the Law School's' team in the
National Moot Court Competition
has won the Edward J. Roda
Award. The award (which includes
a cash prize of $500) is presented
annually by the Pennsylvania
Trial Lawyers Association of the
team from a Pennsylvania Law
School which advances the fur
thest in the National Moot Court
Competition.
This year's team from Villanova
Law School, consisting of Nancy
Ezold, Susan Fletcher and Judy
Conte, finished third in the
Eastern Regionals, the highest
finish by a Villanova team in
recent memory. Teams from four
teen schools located in Penn
sylvania, Delaware, Maryland and
the District of Columbia competed
in the United States Courthouse in
Washington, D.C., during the
second week of November.
Teams were judged on the basis
of their brief, which comprised
25% of the score, and their oral
argument, which accounted for the
remaining 75% . The VLS team's
brief was graded 85 by the review
panel; the reinge of scores ran
from 92 to 75, with the VLS brief
ranking sixth out of fourteen.
In the preliminary round of
arguments, Villanova bested
Howard and George Washington
Universities in both brief and oral
argument. In their semifinal com
petition against the University of
Maryland, a narrow oral victory
by Villanova was offset by a Mary
land win in the battle of the briefs.
Maryland and Catholic Uni
versity, the eveatual winner of the
Regional, will advance to the
National Finals in New York City.
Each team briefed only one side
of the case, but had to argue both
sides. In the preliminary round

the teams had to switch mental
gears in a ten minute break be
tween oral arguments. In the
semifinal argument against Mary
land, by random draw, our team
members had to argue the side
they had not briefed.
In an interview, the team mem
bers felt that the final standings
were to some extent governed by
the luck of the draw. Going up
against a team with a top brief
naturally presented a major hur
dle to getting into the final two.
Nancy Ezold strongly feels that
future teams from VLS should get
credit for the National Moot Court
Competition. This would give our

team more time to prepare for the
contest. She pointed out that most
other schools give two or three
credits to their teams. Susan Flet
cher and Judy Conte agreed,
urging that if VLS wishes to com
pete, an equal footing should be
extended to our teams in the
future.
All the team members agreed
that the competition, credit or no,
was by far the most fascinating
and valuable experience of their
training at VLS. It enabled them
to gain a sense of the inter
relationship of other fragmentedseeming courses. In addition, it
was a turn-on to argue before

w

distinguished tribunals and big
crowds, both here at VLS and in
D.C. Their only disappointment,
other than not advancing to the
National Finals, was that Tip.
O'Neill walked past them in a
corridor and completely failed to
recognize them.
Nancy, Sue and Judy want to
thank all of the faculty and staff
members who extended help and
support. They are especially
grateful to Professor Hyson,
faculty coordinator of the Moot
Court program, who was always
available for counselling, advice
and technical support. Frank Liu

(Continued on page 4),

Nancy Ezold, left, Susan Fletcher and Judy Conte, far right, accept congratulations from Dean J. Wlllard
O'Brien and their advisor. Professor John Hyson, after winning the Roda Award.
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If STUDENT FORUM Ir
If You Could Have Any One Thing You Wanted For Christmas^What Would You Ask For?

Photos by TIsh Dugan

Chuck Stokes, Class of '80: The
Instructor's Material for DebtorCreditor!

Mrs. Murphy, Administration: I
wish peace would cover the earth
and the love, joy and concern
shown for each other during the
holiday season would continue
forever.

Congestion and illegal parking
in the Law School parking lot is a
problem which seems to be of con
cern to students every year. Cap
tain Joseph P. Cunnane, of
Villanova University Security,
says that there are more com
plaints and more towing this year
than usual.
At times, there are not enough
spaces for all of the cars, forcing
latecomers to either park else
where or park illegally. Another
problem is that some students

park illegally for the sake of con
venience even when there are
some more remote spaces avail
able. These situations are an
noying, and make it difficult to
move through the parking lot,
creating a potentially dangerous
problem.
A combination of factors play a
role in creating the congestion. At
certain peak hours, especially in
the mornings, when most of the
students have class or are waiting
between claisses, the lot will have

Steve Tolliver, Class of '80: An ex
tended Christmas Break!

Dario
"Pud"
Giannattaslo,
Housekeeping: My Health!

Mrs. Carroll, Administration: A
nice, rich and eligible man!

Here Today, Towed Tomorrow

THE

EDITORIAL

Full Faith
No Credit
CONGRATS to Nancy Ezold, Susan Fletcher and Judy
Conte for their success in the National Moot Court Com
petition Eastern Regionals in Washington, D.C. They won
all three of their oral arguments while finishing third out of
fourteen teams. And thanks to all the faculty and staff who
helped make this success possible. Looking ahead to next
year's team, whoever they may be — how about giving not
just congratulations, but credit? Most schools give their
teams two or three credits for going into the National Com
petition. Villanova gives one measly credit, the same as is
earned by a team which enters the Credit Round, argues
once and sits down. Nancy, Susan and Judy lived with this
competition for a year. They felt it was invaluable. They
wouldn't have missed it for anything. They earned a lot of
credit for themselves and for the school, but only one credit
for their transcripts. How about credit where credit is due
next year?
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to be more crowded. Usujilly later
in the morning or early in the af
ternoon, when students begin to
leave, more spaces will open up.
Also, some law students without
parking stickers and some under
graduates, especially from St.
Mary's, park in the lot illegally.
Captain Cunnane said that there
were a total of 569 parking spaces
in the two lots behind Garey Hall.
Stickers for these lots are sold to
law school students, faculty, and
staff, and to some lower level
faculty and staff from the rest of
the University. At the present
time, Captain Cunnane says, 672
parking stickers have been sold,
537 to law school related people,
and 137 to others. Although the
number of stickers sold is higher
than the number of spaces, the
ratio is not as high as in other
University lots, which Captain
Cunnane says is normally two to
one. Captain Cunnane says that
the only way that the lots can

Divide
& Copy
by Tish Dugan
Room 33, once affectionately
known as the "typing room," has
now become Rooms 33A, B, and C.
the initial change occurred during
the summer of 1978 when Room
33A was built to accommodate
The Docket Staff who had given
up its office to the Alumni Direc
tor for secretarial use.
This semester the room under
went even more drastic changes.
The need for these changes stem
med from the more frequent use of
the audio-visual rooms (43 and
44). According to Mrs. Betty Mur
phy of the Associate Dean's office,
these rooms once frequently used
only for organizational meetings,
are now used more for teaching
purposes.
This caused the administration
to seriously assess room space in
the ever growing VLS.
The first change in Room 33, or
what was left of it, was the ad
dition of a IBM Copier for both
staff and student use. This new
machinery called for additional
electrical work. Since no wall was
available, a new wall was built,
amd so Room 33B was born.
According to Mrs. Murphy,
nothing has been decided con
cerning the use of this room. Right
now the only thing left in the room
is the pay phone and stationary
desk. Once the new room is put to
a specific use, that phone will be
moved to a place more accessible
to all students.
To date the Lawyer's Guild has
requested the room as an office for
its organizational purposes. But
with numerous other options to be
considered, Mrs. Murphy points
out again, "Nothing's been
decided."

operate is to take into considera
tion the turnover in cars during
the day, since-very few cars stay
there all day, every day.
Captain Cunnane says that
several measures are being taken
to help alleviate the problems. A
guard is on duty during the peak
hours at one entrance to the
parking lot. Campus Security is
also doing more checking for
parking stickers and towing cars
without them. No warning will

normally be given to the owner of
a car without a parking sticker,
and the towing charge is $35.00. A
car parked illegally is liable to be
ticketed, whether or not it has a
parking sticker, by the regulations
of the Fire Marshal. Captain Connane says that if the lot is full.
Campus Security will take this
into consideration, but that they
would not hestitate to ticket
illegally parked cars if more
remote spaces are available.

Photo bv Efic bruning

Frank Everitt, Campus Security, tickets an illegally parked car in the
law school lot.
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Photo by Eric Bruning

Dot Horning, Betty Murphy and Stephanie Haas; Add a nice bit of
Christmas cheer to the Administration Office.
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Relieving Exam Anquish

Prof. Packel: "It's a simple skill..
Packel says that the most suc
cessful exam-takers are not
necessarily those students who are
intrinsically smarter than the rest
of their classmates, it's just that
good exam-takers either inheren
tly have this way of working
through a problem, or they have
realized that learning to catalogue
is very important and they have
mastered it.

by Kate Harper

It's beginning to look a lot like
exam-time, everywhere you go.
And with the same regularity that
Christmas decorations appear in
the Five and Ten the day after
Thanksgiving, the exam advicegivers appear in the law school
just about now. There are some
students who prefer to close their
eyes and take the plunge unaided,
but for those who feel the need for
a little counsel, the Docket has
turned to the faculty for some
words of wisdom on this score.
(They ought to know how to deal
with exam anguish, we figure, be
cause they're at the root of it all.)
The first caveat is that there
may not be any advice that will
solve the exam problem for you;
there is no royal road to success
except knowing the material well.
Still there are some pitfalls
students fall prey to even when
they are prepared and these can be
avoided.
Professor John F. Dobbyn iden
tifies the "A Number One
Mistake" made by students on law
school exams as "taking the law
school exam as if it were another
college exam." It isn't. The
professor presumes the student
knows what the law is, Dobbyn
says, biit wants to see "if you can
use the law responsibility, im
aginatively and accurately in solv
ing a client's problem." This
means dealing directly with the
fact situation that the question
saving the abstract discussions of
the legal niceties for some other
time.

Prof. John Dobbyn

Professor Leonard Levin cites
the same exam-taking default and
counsels "directing yourself to
what you're being asked rather
than frothing at the mouth to teU
what you know." He suggested the
following analogy: This is like
brick-laying school. Students "are
not asked to identify a trough, but
they're given a load of bricks and
mortar and told to build a wall."
"Answer the question that's
asked" echoes Professor Leonard
Packel. "A lot of law students
carry with them from their under
graduate schools the notion that
the professor wants you to say
everything you know rather than
answer the question the professor
asks."
Professor Packel relates this
exam-taking skill to the broader
topic of legal analysis itself. "It's
a simple skill. . . just learning how
to identify categories and then
how to identify what goes into the
categories."

Professor Levin offers a
suggestion along that same line;
he tells his students to "take a
half a day or no more than several
hours to expose yourself to all
your briefs and class notes, so^
you'll be able to associate the fac
tual situations of those cases with
the new one (on the exam)."
Because legal analysis requires
the ability to set up categories and
break them into smaller
categories. Packel says, outlining
is very important in preparing for
an exam. The students who have
an outline of the course in their

Prof. Leonard Levin

Prof. Leonard Packel

heads can run through it as they
read the problem and catalogue
the issues. More importantly,
Packel says, they avoid a common
problem; quickly identifying two
or three issues and never realizing
there are others which need their
consideration.
"All of law is reason by
analogy," Packel says. "Either
this fact is like that fact or isn't,
and if it isn't, why and why not."
"It's extremely important to
develop your own outline of what
the course is about as precisely as
you can . . . Don't try to memorize
the names of cases, or the holdings
of each individual case. Have an
outline and know where the cases
and the ideas fit into the outline
. . . Then when you get into the
exam, look at the question, and
compare it to the outline in your
head. That's all that legal analysis
is," Packel reiterates.
Professor Dobbyn identifies the
"second greatest mistake of
students" as "recognizing an

issue, giving it surface treatment,
and being satisfied to go on to the
next issue."
"If a students, recognizes the
issues — of which there are a
finite number — and shows
average competence in dealing
with those issues on behalf of the
client, the grade is a "C." If the
student is not satisfied with a sur
face treatment of the issue, but
drives himself or herself to deal
with it in greater depth, the grade
rises accordingly. My entire stan
dard (for grading his own exams)
can be summarized in one
question; 'By virtue of the answer
written, how competent is this
student to handle an actual
client's Legal problems in this
area?' "
What if you're nervous?
Professor Levin says that's all
right. "It's almost like going to
war. You can't deny that you're
scared. It's perfectly normal to be
'hyper' but if you're well-prepared
and have thought out what you're
doing, being eifraid can be har
nessed as an ally."
The professors also suggested
reviewing old exams (check With
the reserve desk at the libreiry)
and doing some review work in
groups.
Beyond that, what's to be done?
Well, it should have been done
before this; "Your daily (class)
work is the cornerstone," says
Professor Levin.
"The gimmick is really knowing
your material," acknowledges a
second year law review student.

Third in a Series With Dean O'Brien

The Prospect of an Eroding Financial Base
by Kathy Yesenko

Q. Last time you noted that the
most threatening force facing the
University is the prospect of an
eroding financial base during a
time of inflation. How can the
University avoid the prospect of
an eroding financial base?
A. The number of young men and
women of college age will decline
markedly during the next ten
years and the financial base of the
University will erode if the num
ber of students choosing Villanova
also declines. Remember that the
University's financial health
depends almost entirely on
student generated monies.
The most obvious remedy is to
avoid losing too many students in
the future. Here realism is
required. We cannot delude our
selves into believing the problem
is someone else's because
Villanova is such a fine place and,
therefore, large numbers of
students will always be knocking
at our door. Make no mistake, I
also believe that Villanova is a
fine place, but the people at St.
Joseph's, LaSalle, Rosemont,
Penn, Penn State, Bryn Mawr,
Haverford, Swarthmore and a
thousand other schools believe
with equal fervor that their in
stitutions are fine places and,
therefore, attractive to students.
There simply will not be enough
young people to fill each of the
schools now in existence. Some
schools will suffer. If Villanova is
to avoid being hurt, it must attract
a higher percentage of the avail
able students than it does now
while the other schools attract a
smaller percentage of the avail
able students than they do now.
We must gain while they lose. We
are in for a fight and we must pre
pare. To win we must attract
students suitable in number and
in talent.

Q. If Villanova University must at
tract a higher percentage of the
available students than it does
now in order to avoid faculty
firings and program losses, what
can the University do?
A. For the University to be suc
cessful, and I repeat that I believe
that it can and will be successful,
it must first have a clear picture of
what it is or wants to be and then
be true to itself. The President
and Board of Trustees have taken
the initial step by approving a
reformulated Mission Statement
which sets forth the aims of the
University.
Each of us, I am certain, has his
or her own ideas on how to make
Villanova more attractive to the
declining pool of students (and to
the declining pool of corporate and
foundation contributors) during a
time when the competition for
students and contributions will
become quite severe. Some, but by
no means all, of my preferences,
are;
1. The University's Mission
Statement declares that " ...
Villanova . . . emphasizes the
values of the Judaeo-Christian
tradition ..." My first recom
mendation is to expand greatly our
Campus Ministry staff and pro
grams. If the University is to
provide a religious intellectual
and moral perspective to
thousands of students, it needs
many more priests, ministers, rab
bis, nuns and lay professionals to
assist those late teen students,
many of whom are away from
home for the first time. I believe
that a serious financial com
mitment to the spiritual,
emotional and social development
of our younger students will make
Villanova an even more desirable
place in the minds of the members
of the University's naturtd con
stituency. More desirable both in

terms of attracting students and
dollars.
2. I believe that universities are
in a unique position to make
useful contributions to society.
That unique position is a con
sequence of the gathering of very
intelligent people from many dif
ferent disciplines in a single place.
I believe also that Villanova
University, given its origins and
commitments to the ideals of St.
Augustine, is not only capable of
making useful contributions to
society but is obligated to make
those contributions.
Our societal problems are many
and it would be presumptions of
me to attempt to identify those
areas which the University should
pursue. For that reason I suggest a
Summer Commission (funded)
comprised of representatives from
the different disciplines and
segments of the Villanova com
munity to explore the question at
length. The report of the Com
mission to the President and
Board of Trustees would provide a
basis for action.
I believe that such a course of
action, when fully implemented,
will attract very favorable
national attention with several
kinds of financial benefits ac
cruing to the University.
3. To restate the obvious, many
of the University's present and
future difficulties are and will be
the result of limited resources.
The University has a Development
Office headed by a Vice-President
and staffed with professional fund
raisers. In my view greater sup
port for the Development Office
will provide the University with
substantial financial rewards,
thereby easing to some extent at
least, future allocation of re
sources problems. Further,
because the monies invested in
this area will be returned, with

profits, for University use, the
temporary diversion of funds to
the Development Office will not
result, except for a very short
period, in a diminution of fundsavailable for other purposes.
Q. You are saying then that if
monies are contributed to the
Development Office, this will help
in formulating programs to obtain
national recognition for Villanova
University. ' What else can be
done?
A. There are other possibilities
that come easily to mind, for
example, new progrsuns for adult
students, increased faculty
productivity and the like. I leave
to others the very interesting and
complex relationships among the
quality of student life, athletic
programs, student recruitment
and fund raising. One very im
portant point is: Don't forget to
ask the members of the com
munity for their ideas. There are
many very bright people out there
and just on eunique idea could be
of inestimable value.
Q. We've discussed what
educators can do to attain
recognition for the University.
What role will students play?
A. Students play a very important
role in all this, although few are
aware of that fact. First, it is
necessary to discuss the conflict
between short term personal in
terests and long range in
stitutional needs. I serve as a
Senator on the University Senate
by appointment of the President
and one of the several yearly
rituals is this: the faculty and
student Senators get together and
propose that the highest budgetary
priorities be substantial salary in
creases for the faculty and a low
or no increase in tuition. (Parenthitically, I might add that it is
usually accompanied by a direc
tive to the Development Office to

go out and raise more money from
alumni and non-University com
munity sources.) While I am very
much in favor of all of those
things, I cite the example merely
to demonstrate that the im
mediate, legitimate needs of
students may conflict with the
legitimate needs of the University.
Apart from whatever the situation
might be in a given year, faculty
salaries are a function of Univer
sity income and, as explained
before, almost all of the Univer
sity's income comes from
students, directly or indirectly.
Faculty salaries in turn are, or can
be, related to competence and
scholarship, two items which, if
publicized properly, have an effect
on the University's ability to at
tract students suitable both in
number and talent.
Q. Should the role of the students
be classified as a purely financial
one? It seems that the reputation
of the University is affected by the
caliber of the students it turns
out.
A. The role of students is by no
means merely a financial one. The
University's older graduates are a
rich source of new students. When
student actions, indulged in for
whatever refison, are the kind that
cause some of those older
graduates to become disenchanged
with Villanova and to send their
sons, daughters and money to
other schools; long term in
stitutional interests have been
damaged. Conversely, student ac
tions can assure those who went
before that Villanova is as good or
better than before. The same is
true of the community at large. If
the example set by Villanova
students is one the University can
be proud of, the University will be
successful in continuing to draw
students from that declining pool
of young people.

Page 4 • THE DOCKET • December 7.1979

CartoomM Look A t Leaal Problems

No Justice For Movie Buff
This movie could be renamed
"Clarence Darrow in Airport '79."
It's just one legally-tinged disaster
after another for the hapless A1
Pacino. Pacino plays an attorney
who cares about his client, a rarity
this epic would have you believe.
His chief nemesis is a rotten-tothe-core-but-distinguished-looking
judge played with true cold
blooded villainy by John Forsythe.
Of course, the "real" enemy is the
legal system that sends innocent
men to jail because of computer
snafus and allows men like Forsythe's corrupt Judge Fleming to
go free.
The film makes some valid
points about the miserable con
dition of the prison system and the
tough moral and ethical problems
that lawyers must face, as when
Pacino's partner learns that a man
he defended for murder and got
off, knowing all the while of the
man's guilt, has murdered once
again.
However, the problems of the
legal system in this country are
complex and require more depth of
focus than the frequently cartoonish goings on displayed here.
Undoubtedly the funniest
character in the movie is the glee
fully self-destructive judge played
by Jack Warden. He brings a
riotous courtroom to order by
shooting off a handgun and pro
claiming indignantly, "Gentlemen,
may I remind you that this is a
court of law"! It is a great
cinematic moment and there is
always something to be said for
exageration to prove a point.
Some people acquainted with
City Hall's more eccentric judges
might even argue that it's not a
case of exaggeration. But when
Warden takes Pacino on a long,
pointless helicopter ride during
which Warden defies death and
Pacino mugs furiously, we're faced
with tiresome 'filler' in a movie
that would be quite long enough
without it. Of course the scene
serves to further illuminate War
den's character's 'death wish'
state of mind and reinforce the
premise that all judges are crazy
but in view of all the other scenes
put to work on this same thesis,
there is a definite sense of over
kill.
If the aim of the movie is to
illuminate the paradoxical in
justice inherent in the present
justice system, then that aim
should be adhered to more con
sistently than is done in this film.

The relationship between Pacino
and a woman attorney on an in
vestigatory legal ethics panel is
handled excellently, bringing out
all the tension and disagreement
that can arise between two people
in the same profession who
basically like and respect each
other but have diametrically op
posed views of what that
profession is all about.
On the other hand, the scenes
between Pacino and his aged
grandfather who put him through
law school but can't remember
having done so, are of the kind
customarily called "touching" in
the trade with little else to recom- •
mend them. Perhaps these scenes,
like those in the helicopter are
meant to fit into the "character
exposition" category but they
mstke for a disjointed and sloppy
feel to the film.
Then there are the disasters:

one of Pacino's clients kills him
self, another is shot in prison in an
Attica-like situation, Pacino's
partner goes nutsy and starts
throwing china plates around. The
only thing that doesn't happen is
the courthouse roof falling down
on Pacino at the end of the movie
while he is giving his opening
statement to the jury as defense
attorney for Forsythe in a rape
case. I can't say that such an event
would have surprised or even an
noyed me by that time.
It may be asking too much to
suggest that the film not be so
histrionic or that it conform a lit
tle more to reality. After all, as
anyone with any experience in the
court system knows, if the film
portrayed what really takes place
in a typical courtroom on an
average day, the entire audience
would be asleep in five minutes.
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Non-Legal Opportunities
Law graduates have been
moving into a wide variety of
careers in recent years and a new
booklet, Non-Legal Careers: New

Opportunities for Lawyers,
describes a number of them.
The booklet, prepared by the
Standing
Committee
on
Professional Utilization and
Career Development of the
American Bar Association,
discusses the various possibilities.
Brief discussions cover lawrelated careers in tsa work, em
ployee relations, financial careers,
real estate, government relations.

public affairs, public relations,
traffic, insurance, regulatory com
pliance, corporate secretarial,
purchasing and contract ad
ministration, marketing and
security.
It also covers the pros and cons
of a non legal career and how to
find and get a non-legal position.
Copies of Non-Legal Careers:
New Opportunities for Lawyers is
available for $4.00 per copy by
writing to Order Billing Depart
ment, American Bar Association,
1155 E. 60th Street, Chicago, 111.
60637.
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"And Justice for All" is playing at area theaters.

Moot Court Best In Pa.
(Continued from page 1}
provided invaluable research help
in the nooks and crannies of the
library. Professors Cannon,
Chovanes, Dowd, Goldberger and
Valente answered questions and
served as judges for practice
arguments.
We discussed the competition
in a separate interview with Prof.
Hyson. It was rumored along the
grapevine in D.C. that some of the
other schools had large research
teams backing up the three team
members that actually appeared
for the oral arguments. Some
schools, including one of the
finalists, were rumored to have
used the competition case in their
own "Reimels" competition, by
starting their own local competi
tion as soon as school starts, and
cramming in as many rounds of
arguments as possible before the
Regionals in November. This ena
bles the eventual school team to
see fifty or so briefs, to argue two
or three times, and to sit in on
many other arguments by their
competitors. Prof. Hyson admitted
the advantages to be gained by
such a system, but questioned
whether it fully complied with the
spirit of the Competition. Like the
Olympics, the National Moot
Court Competition is, at least in
theory, a competition between in
dividual teams and not between the
law schools. But as in the Olym
pics, theory is usually over
whelmed by reality. The N.M.C.C.
does give schools a chance to
"show the flag."
But Prof. Hyson feels that using
the Competition case for the
Reimels would probably undercut
the entire Reimels program.

Reimels, he emphasized, is
working well. Our teams, selected
from the Reimels winners a year
before, have been advancing fur
ther each year in the National
Competition. Trying to pack all
the arguments into a two-month
period before the Eastern
Regional would necessarily
diminish the Reimels program.
Prof. Hyson also feels that the
N.M.C.C. case is often not as care
fully prepeired as are our own inhouse Reimels cases. This year's
National case involved the right to
a jury trial in complex civil litiga
tion. At the original trial, the jury
refused to answer a long list of in
terrogatories, declaring their in
ability to comprehend the issues
raised by the interrogatories; in
stead the jury issued a general ver
dict. A mistrial was declared, and
in preparation for the second trial,
the issue was whether the case
should be tried by judge or jury.
The question is certainly topical.
But the record was not sufficient
to fully develop the issue. Too of
ten a judge's probing question
could only be answered by saying,
"Your Honor, that does not appear
in the record." Prof. Hyson feels
that the Reimels questions are not
only topical, but come with an
adequate record. Reimels cases
are prepared on a rotating basis by
faculty members. Prof. Hyson par
ticularly noted as outstanding last
year's securities case prepared by
Prof. Becker. By contrast, a recent
National problem was, he felt, an
ill-prepared mess. While our
faculty members don't necessarily
look forward with unmitigated joy
to preparing a Reimels case, they
have done consistently fine work.
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